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Friday 3rd March 2023  

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Ah- World Book Day Dress Up Day, every parent’s favourite day of the year. Well done to everyone for 
the amazing outfits- so creative and brilliant. I was told Avondale does dressing up better than any 
primary school, and I think it’s true. A sea of magical literary figures. Many thanks to Emma for 
organising this week and next. Lot’s to look forward to next week, including parents coming in to 
read with the children. Thursday is the deadline for the book cover competition.  
 
Strike action: pending further consultation with our NEU members, and with hope that the 
government and union leaders find a compromise, the next two dates (15th and 16th March) are still to 
be confirmed. As before, we will try to give you the most amount of notice, but members do not have 
to share their intentions ahead of time.  
 
Food for collection: we’ve partnered with Sainsbury’s via Neighbourly to have a food collection each 
week on a Friday at 2.15pm. There will a range of grocery items, some are near date, or best before, 
others not, and the range may change each time. Please come and collect from under the shelter. 
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Proposal for Avondale Park and St Anne’s & Avondale Park Nursery to join the Fox 
Federation 
On 20thJanuary 2023, we commenced a consultation to discuss the proposal for Avondale 
Park & St Anne’s (APSA) Federation to join the Fox Federation, creating one Governing Board 
across the four schools and one standalone nursery. School leadership will be unchanged and 
Paul Cotter will still be the Executive Head as he is now. The consultation document is now 
available at this link, and at your school office. You can go directly to the feedback form via 
this link. The consultation period will close on Friday 10th March. Representatives of the 
Governing Board and school leadership will be available to answer questions at the school 
sites on the following dates and times. Please do come along to any of the schools, to share 
your views and discuss the future of our schools: 
Avondale Park Primary School – 25th January, 6:30pm – 7:30pm 
Fox Primary School – 7th February, 5pm – 6pm 
Avonmore Primary School – 21st February, 5pm – 6pm 
Ashburnham Community School – 22nd February, 9am – 10am 
 
Thanks. 

 
 
 
  

https://foxfederation.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Federation-consultation-APSA-Fox-NoSign.pdf
https://forms.gle/yDKyuNq64djgiP7Y7
https://forms.gle/yDKyuNq64djgiP7Y7
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This Week 

Photos from this Week:  

 
 

 

Year 4 visited our local library North Kensington on Wednesday to take 

part in a book quiz & listen to stories read by the librarian. The winning 

two groups won some books for the class to enjoy!  
 

             

The new children are coming along in leaps and bounds this half of the term and 

we have had a visit from the inspirational author Laura Henry Allain, creator of ‘Jo 

Jo and Gran Gran’ who retold two fabulous stories from her collection. Thank you 

again Laura the children are still talking about you. 
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Events next week   
 

  Monday 
  

2nd week of World Book Fortnight 
KS2 Assembly: This house believes that children should start school 
at 10am 

Tuesday Y5 Victorian workshop 
 
Hockey league at Fox 

Wednesday Y6 Natural History trip 
 
Hockey coaching 
Football League at Westway 

Thursday Book cover competition deadline 
 
 

Friday   
Friday assemblies 
School closes 2.15pm 
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News and reminders (new items in blue, previous items in black) 
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Check out the London Zoo discounted tickets offer here. 

  

https://www.londonzoo.org/plan-your-visit/community-access-scheme
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Federation Consultation January 25th, 6.30pm 
 
As you know, the Avondale Park and St Anne’s Governing Board has been exploring the opportunity to 
formally federate with the Fox Federation (Fox, Avonmore and Ashburnham primaries). Part of the 
process is information sharing and gathering with the key stakeholders. On 20th January 2023, we will 
commence a consultation to discuss the proposal for APSA Federation and the Fox Federation to join, 
creating one Governing Board across the four schools and one standalone nursery. School leadership 
will be unchanged and Paul Cotter will still be the Executive Head as he is now. The consultation 
document will be available from 5pm Friday 20th January via the schools' websites, and at the 
school’s office. The consultation period will close on Friday 10th March. Representatives of the 
Governing Board and school leadership will be available to answer questions at the school:  
January 25th, 6.30pm.  
Please do come along to share your views. If you are unable to attend this one, there are meetings at 
the other school that you can attend: 

  
Fox Primary School - 7th February, 5pm - 6pm 
Avonmore Primary School - 21st February, 5pm - 6pm 
Ashburnham Community School - 22nd February, 9am - 10am 
 
 
Cost of living 
As we know, the costs of everything are ever-increasing. If you are struggling as a family with making 
ends meet, please have a chat with Michele in case there is anything we can help with.  
 
CPOMS 
CPOMS – Child Protection Online Management System- is a digital record that we use for attendance, 
behaviour and child protection information. 13,000 schools in the UK use this, the largest provider of 
its type. Schools who have the same system can securely transfer information for children who are 
leaving or joining. Avondale have been using it for over two years, and it replaces paper-based 
records. All staff have received training on how to use the system. Information has levels of access, 
and is secured with two-factor authentication. 
 
School Tours 
We offer school tours for prospective parents at 9am; here are the next dates. If you know of a family 
interested in having a look around, please pass on the info. Bookings via the office.  
23rd November     7th December    10th January     1st February   8th February 
 
Calendar 
A live calendar for school events is found here 
 
Friday afternoon 
School finishes on a Friday at 2.15pm. The full 32.5hrs of schooling is fulfilled during the week. For 
parents and carers in work or education who have no other childcare, there are a limited number of 
places and these are allocated following application and at the school’s discretion. 
 
After School Clubs 
Thank you to all parents that have booked clubs this week. We request that you arrive on time at 
4.30pm to collect your child using the main school gate in Gorham Place. 

 
Please pay on the ParentMail App or visit the school office if you wish to book.  
 

             Stars of the Week            

Class  

Nursery ALL the nursery children are stars this week for their 

enthusiasm and a keen sense of curiosity. All ready to 

Taekwondo 
(Y1,2) 

https://apsafederation.com/Termdates.html
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launch in to our project ‘Weather Wonders’ this half 

term. 

Alexa’s 

Reception 

Congratulations to KHADRA for always being so kind 

and polite! You are an excellent helping hand in our 

classroom and a wonderful friend to others. Keep it up!   

Kripali’s 

Reception 

AIDEN for having a great week at school this week! 

You’re showing more confidence in speaking during 

the whole class carpet times and you’re also 

developing your confidence to apply your reading and 

writing skills – keep it up!   

Cassi’s Yr 1 SAMY for super work in phonics and maths this week. He 

has really impressed us with his effort and resilience - he 

has even been asking to do extra maths! 

Emily’s Y1 NORA for being a joy to have in our class. Nora is 

amazingly resilient and always tries her best, even when 

she finds the work hard. She has a can-do attitude, 

which really helped her as helping hand earlier in the 

week. We are very proud of you Nora! 

Nana’s Y2 WHOLE CLASS for our brilliant day out at the Zoo! We’ve 

learnt interesting facts about the animals and we’ve 

created exciting memories together. I wouldn’t have 

swapped you all for the hippos!! 

Becksy’s Y2 WHOLE CLASS for their enthusiasm at the zoo. They 

behaved incredibly well and had lots of energy 

throughout the day. It was a brilliant day out! 

Pippa’s Y3 CHRISTINE We have really noticed your growing 

confidence, respect and maturity and especially your 

resilience in lessons. We have especially seen this in your 

Maths and English work this week. Well done Christine! 

George’s Y3 SUMMER for an outstanding effort in your learning this 

week, especially in English. You have wowed us with 

your diary entry and we are so proud of you! Well done! 

Emma’s Y4 NAVEED you are the star of the week this week as I 

have seen a real drive from you in every lesson to 

quietly yet determined push yourself in all subjects. I 

have been entertain by your writing ideas for the 

Jabberwocky and overall been impressed by your 

dedicated focus and really driving your learning 

forward! Well done and keep it up! 

Hanna’s Y4 RAYAN for her fantastic writing in English this week. Your 

setting descriptions have been jammed with detail and 

use of different senses to really transport me to your 

Tulgey Wood. Well done. 

Francesca’s Y5 ILLYANA for settling in seamlessly into Avondale. You 

have had such a positive start since joining our school 

and we really enjoy having you as part of our class. 
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Jodie’s Y5 SAMI for settling in so well and making such an effort to 

learn the ins and outs of Avondale. We're so happy to 

have you in our class and it feels like you've always 

been a part of it. 

Natalie’s Y6 SDRA for an all-around amazing week - great focus in 

class! 

Tim’s Y6 JANNATT or your incredible writing this week during our 

information text unit. Your use of a range of sentence 

types and ambitious vocabulary really engaged the 

reader. Well done! 

 
 
 

Attendance 
Attendance at school is compulsory and all children should be in school unless they are ill. If your 
child is unwell and unable to attend school, I remind parents that they need to contact the school 
office either by phone: 020 7727 7727 or via the Parent mail App or via email: 
info@apsafederation.com before the start of the school day. 
We are having a real push on attendance and punctuality this year.  
Thank you 
 
Winning classes this week: 

KS1 Winners:   

Alexa’s 98.8% 
 

KS2 Winners: 

Francesca’s 100% 
And finally… 
 
World Book Day was created by UNESCO on 23rd April 1995 as a worldwide celebration of books and 
reading. It is marked in over 100 countries around the globe. The first World Book Day in the UK and 
Ireland took place in 1997 to encourage young people to discover the pleasure of reading. 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Ben McMullen 
 

 
 
School closure due to teachers’ strike action: 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
This is to confirm that the school will be closed to all pupils on Thursday 2nd 
March. 
 
As you recall, due to strike action by teachers in the National Education Union 
on February 1st, the school was closed to pupils, with further dates proposed. 
 
Union members are under no obligation to announce their intentions in 
advance, and can do so on the very day of proposed action. However, we aim 
to give families as much fore-warning of strike action and school closure as 
possible, and the numbers of NEU staff indicating their intention to strike 
means that a closure is necessary. 

mailto:info@apsafederation.com
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These are the three remaining proposed dates for strike action for this region: 
Thursday 2 March 2023 CLOSED 
Wednesday 15 March 2023 To be confirmed 
Thursday 16 March 2023 To be confirmed 
 
If, as is hoped, there is significant progress in the negotiations between the 
NEU and the government, then the union may cancel planned actions. There 
has been progress in the firefighters’ and nurses’ unions’ discussions with 
government. 
 
Here is a reminder of the NEU’s grounds for action: 
The NEU has demanded a pay increase from the government which is at least 
in line with inflation and which is fully-funded (meaning that this does not 
need to come out of a school’s existing budget; the 5% teachers’ pay rise this 
year was not funded, and had to be drawn from schools’ budget, reducing the 
available funds this year). 
 
Our teachers are committed to their role and to the pupils in their care, and 
striking is a measure of last resort. The striking staff are doing so to effect an 
improvement in pay and conditions, to allow them to continue their work in the 
profession. Striking staff do not come to work on the day, and lose a day’s pay. 
For those on strike, the loss of earnings in this proposed period of strike action 
is significant. 
 
If you would like to speak to a member of the senior leadership team, please 
see them at the school gates or make an appointment. 
Thank you. 
 
Ben 

 
 


